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Rolls Royce Silver Cloud I  
an fabricatie 1959, 2238 exemplare fabricate 
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MASINA MIRESEI 

 
 
 Traditia doreste ca mireasa sa ajunga, cu cateva minute de intarziere, in 
fata bisericii, insotita de nasul (tatal) ei si, condusa de un vehicul pe masura 
evenimentului. Acesta va fi impodobit cu flori (un singur buchet care apoi poate fi 
folosit ca si buchet central pentru masa mirilor) si panglici identice cu cele care 
impodobesc celelalte masini ale cortegiului in semn de recunoastere ale 
acestora, dar, inainte de toate, in semn 
de bucurie si de bun augur pentru tinerii 
casatoriti.   
 Pentru orientarea in dificila 
alegere a masinii pentru nunta este bine 
sa se tina cont de regula care spune ca 
masina nuptiala este putin ca si haina 
pentru ceremonie, unii spun ca masina 
reprezinta mijlocul prin care mirii incep 
un nou drum impreuna, de aceea 
alegerea masinii adecvate propriei 
ceremonii este cu adevarat importanta! 

Este bine, de altfel, sa se tina cont 
si de un alt factor des trecut cu vederea, dar nu lipsit de importanta: se intampla 
deseori ca unii invitati sa nu posede masina adecvata deplasarii in diferitele 
locatii de-a lungul ceremoniei sau nunta sa se tina in alt oras decat cel natal ceea 
ce implica deplasari lungi pentru invitati, in aceste cazuri se poate inchiria un 
microbus sau un intreg autobus cu sofer.  

In masina, mireasa se aseaza intotdeauna pe bancheta din spate in 
dreapta nasului (tatalui),  

pentru a cobori soferul va 
deschide portiera si va ajuta mireasa 
sa coboare din masina. 

Odata terminata ceremonia, 
cand cuplul va iesi din biserica (sau din 
primarie), soferul va deschide portiera 
miresei pentru a o ajuta sa urce in 
masina (mireasa va trebui sa evite sa 
se tranteasca pe bancheta, incercand, 
pe cat posibil sa se aseze cu ambele 
picioare afara, prin rotatie apoi le va 
retrage in masina, recuperand in mod 
succesiv voalurile rochiei). Tinerii 

casatoriti se vor aseza pe bancheta din spate: mireasa in dreapta, mirele in 
stanga.  

Aceeasi masina, va conduce apoi mirii in locul in care se va avea loc 
receptia.  

Masina va ramane la dispozitie pentru a acompania tinerii casatoriti acasa 
sau la aeroport in cazul in care acestia s-au hotarat sa plece imediat dupa 
receptie in luna de miere. 

 
 
 



 

 

Rolls - Royce Silver Cloud I  
(1955 -  1959)  

 

R-R Silver Cloud I, 1959, #SMH259. The body design lent itself to two - tone paintwork and 
usually on R -R Silver Cloud the bonnet was painted in the upper colour whe reas the Bentley 

S sported a bonnet painted in the lower colour.  

In April 1955 the new Rolls -Royce Silver Cloud appeared. Rolls -Royce's chief designer John 
Polwhele Blatchley had tailored the attractive body so perfectly well balanced that the cars' 
enormo us size wasn't obvious at a quick glance. The body was mounted onto completely 
new closed box section frame that was reported to offer a 50 % higher degree of stiffness 
compared to that of the predecessor. With an overall length of 538 cm/17' 8" the Silver  
Cloud I, as it was later designated to separate it from the following models Silver Cloud II  

and Silver Cloud III , was the largest ever in the seri es of 'small' Rolls -Royces. A long 
wheelbase version (overall length 548 cm/17'11 3/4") was not available prior to 1957.  

Technical Data:  
6 cylinder in - line configuration, cast iron cylinder block, bore x stroke 95.25 x 114.3 mm (3 
3/4 x 4 1/2 in), capacity  4,887 cc; aluminium alloy cylinder head; twin SU carburettors 
type HD6 (from 1957 twin SU carburettors type HD8 on cars for North America export, 
from 1957 standard on all models); 4 -speed automatic gearbox ( manual 4 -speed gearbox 
to special order); hypo id bevel final drive independent front suspension with coil springs, 
semi -elliptic springs rear; drum brakes servo -assisted; wheelbase 3,124.2 mm (from 1957 
long wheelbase 3,225.8 mm available); tyre size 8.20x15  

No. made:  

2238   Rolls - Royce Silver Cloud I  

  122   Rolls -Royce Silver Cloud I long wheelbase  
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ROLLS-ROYCE 

 

The name is a legend. The reputation is unique. Throughout the company's 
proud history, Rolls-Royce has been dedicated to the handcrafting of supremely 
refined motorcars, commissioned to reflect the personal needs and tastes of 
individual discerning owners. It is a fact that there is no more universally 
recognized and admired blend of advanced technology and timeless 
craftsmanship than a Rolls-Royce.  

Milestones  

 

The famous 40/50hp Rolls - Royce Silver Ghost sets new standards of engineering refinement and 

coachbuilt elegance  

 

 Silver Ghost made for US market in Springfield, Massachusetts  

Rolls -Royce Twenty introduced, available with wide choice of bodywork styles from independent 
coachbuilders  

Launch of Rolls -Royce Phantom I with 6 -cylinder engine  

Phantom  II with sophisticated new suspension system  

Phantom III with V12 engine and 100mph performance  

Rolls -Royce Wraith, last motor car to be made at Derby  

First deliveries of Silver Wraith, made in Crewe; last Rolls -Royce motor car to be sold exclusively a s 
chassis and engine, relying on independent coachbuilders to provide bodywork  



 

First Rolls -Royce standard steel saloon -  The Silver Dawn  

Phantom IV, designed for roy alty and heads of state  

Rolls -Royce Silver Cloud  I  launched  

 

Silver Cloud II acquires 6,230cc V8 engine; Rolls -Royce Phantom V introduced  

Silver Cloud III  

First monocoque Rolls -Royce -  The Silver Shadow  

 

Phantom VI  

Rolls -Royce Corniche convertible, Formation of new company: Rolls -Royce Motor Cars Ltd.  

Silver Shadow II introduced  

Silver Spirit and long -wheelbase Silver Spur introduced  



 

Silver Spirit III and Silver Spur III  

Special edition Rolls -Royce Flying Spur introduced  

 Long -wheelbase, special Rolls -Royce Park Ward  

Introduction of all -new Silver Seraph  

 

Revised Silver Seraph with improved rear passenger accommodation and enhanced features  

 

With an auspicious sense of timing, Rolls -Royce celebrates the new millennium with the incomparable, all -

new Corniche convertible  

 

The family of contemporary Rolls -Royce motor  cars is completed with the international launch of the 

exclusive Phantom  VII  

 

 

 

 
 
 



Some Interesting Facts 
 Nostradamus said in 1548 "From Albion's shore shall come a marvelous conveyance, a  

carriage silincieux bearing the arms of Rolles De Roi." 

The first 10 hp Rolls-Royce was sold for £395...Today it is worth over £250,000 

More than six out of ten of all Rolls-Royce Motor cars built are still roadworthy 

At the Rolls-Royce factories in Crewe and London the cars are always referred to as 

Royces. They are never called Rollers 

The Rolls-Royce radiator grille is made entirely by hand and 

eye - no measuring instruments are used  

It takes one man one day to make a Rolls-Royce radiator, and 

then five hours are spent polishing it 

The Rolls -Royce radiator was not registered as a trademark 

until 1974 

During the First World War Rolls-Royce made rifles  

You will never open an ashtray in a modern Rolls-Royce and 

find a cigarette end it empties automatically 

A Rolls-Royce does not break down. It 'fails to proceed.' 

Notices have been hung around the factory bearing the legend: 'Beware silent cars.' 

Even today every Rolls-Royce engine is completely hand built 

No one is certain who designed the Rolls-Royce radiator grille or the interlinked RR 

badge 

The hydraulic tappets on Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars are given a natural finish 

of  a 16-millionth of an inch 

The oldest known Rolls-Royce still on the road is the 1904 10hp owned by Mr Thomas 

Love Jr of Scotland 

Rolls-Royce did not make a complete car until after the Second World War. Before that 

they made only chassis, the bodies being added by outside coachbuilders 

Sir Henry Royce's first job was a newspaper delivery boy for W H Smith & Son Ltd 

Sir Henry Royce was always known as 'R' at the factory. The practice of addressing 

people by their initials, especially on written memorandums, is still continued at the 

factory  

In 1949 an Italian owner, seeking permission to modify his Rolls-Royce, commissioned 

a seance to call up Henry Royce's spirit. Rolls-Royce legend has it  that the advice from 

beyond the veil was: "Consult your authorised distributor"  

Examine the coachline that extends the full length of the Silver Spirit, you may be 

surprised to learn that it is applied by hand. This unerring line is 15' 6" long.  

At one time, Rolls-Royce engines held World Speed Records in the Air, on Land and 

on Water, simultaneously.  

It is possible that Rolls-Royce Motors is the best known British company name in the 

World. Letters have been received from remote corners of the globe addressed to the 

Royal Family, care of Rolls-Royce, England.  

The Vicar of St Marys, Nantwich, took a Rolls-Royce into his church and blessed it, 

along with fruit & vegetables at the Harvest Festival service. A member of the 

congregation remarked "It's going in for it's first service".  



The badge on the Rolls-Royce was changed from Red to Black not, as popularly 

believed to commemorate Henry Royce's death, but because Royce himself decided 

Black was aesthetically more appropriate. Some customers complained that the red badge 

often clashed with the colour of the car. The Prince of Wales was 

particularly outspoken on the subject. 

Every piece of glass in a Silver Spirit is given a final polish with 

powdered pumice of a fineness normally used for polishing optical lenses 

Just inside the main entrance to the offices at the Roll-Royce factory in 

Crewe, there is a bust of Henry Royce facing one of Charles Rolls. For 

many years the bust of Royce stood in No 1 shop at the Derby factory and 

contained his ashes, until they were sent to Alwalton church were Royce had 

been christened.  

The 4 final polishings on some gearbox components was not done with jewellers rouge 

(which is too coarse) but fine ground oat husks 

Although he designed some of the great aero engines of all time, Royce never travelled 

in an aircraft. 

'I  have only one regret' said Royce as he lay dying, 'that I have not worked harder.' 

After singing the praises of Rolls-Royce Cars over tea with Henry Royce, an 

aristocratic lady asked, as an afterthought, 'but Sir Henry, what would happen if the 

factory at Derby produced a bad car?' Sir Henry answered, "Madam. the man on the gate 

would not let it out of the works." 

Royce left £112,000 in his will, mostly to his faithful nurse, Ethel Aubin. 

At the Crewe factory Rolls-Royce run an 'Employee Learning Centre' an initiative 

started by the company in 1994 and run by George Ellis, who's brief was to develop a 

learning culture throughout the factory. It was considered that the best way to do this was 

to encourage employees to learn non-vocational subjects entirely of their own choice, 

with all learning to be done outside of working hours and according to George it has been 

a huge success. George says, " This year a thousand employees will have been on courses 

as far apart as Golf lessons, Indian Cooking, Ballroom Dancing, Computer Basics, GCSE 

Maths and Mig Welding, all paid for by the company. Last year I enrolled an employee 

on a joinery course and he has since made a bed, this year he has enrolled on a 

Bricklaying course, he says he is going to build an extra bedroom to put the bed in!" 

 

True or False   
 

Aristotle Onassis and Stavros Niarchos have lunch together in New York. Afterwards 

they pass a Rolls-Royce showroom and buy a Corniche each. Niarchos goes forward to 

pick up the bill. 'No, no, no, Stavros,' says Onassis, 'Let me get these - you paid for 

lunch.' 

 

One of the first men to have a phone in his car was show-biz king Jack Hilton, shortly 

afterwards ( or so the story goes ), Lew Grade, anxious not to be left behind in the status 

race, also had one installed. Naturally, his first call was to the car of his arch rival. The 

devastating reply from Hylton's chauffeur; 'I'm sorry, Mr Hylton is on the other phone.' 

 

That most eminent pillar of the British justiciary, The Late Lord Denning - who ought 

to speak the truth if any man should - told in after dinner speeches that after he was 

gazetted as Master of the Rolls, a lady wrote to him to 'arrange a service for her Corniche' 



  

The Spirit of Ecstasy 
 

Is certainly the most attractive and probably the best known motor car mascot in the 

world. Designed by Charles Robinson Sykes, she has adorned the radiators 

of Rolls-Royce motor cars since 1911 and concealed a hidden passion. This 

marvellous mascot was modelled after a woman who had bewitching beauty, 

intellect and esprit - but not the social status which might have permitted her 

to marry the man with whom she had fallen in love. 

This is the story of Eleanor Velasco Thornton, whose liaison with 

JohnWalter Edward-Scott-Montagu (after 1905 the second Lord Montagu of 

Beaulieu) was to remain a secret for a decade or more, principally because both partners 

acted with the utmost discretion. John Scott, heir to his father's title, was a pioneer of 

automobilism in England. From 1902 he was editor of the illustrated magazine The Car. 

Eleanor V Thornton was employed as his secretary. Friends of the pair knew of their 

close relationship but they were sufficiently understanding as to overlook it. 

A member of this circle of friends was the sculptor 

Charles S Sykes. To Lord Montagu's order he created a 

special mascot for his Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost. The 

small statue illustrated a young woman in fluttering robes 

having placed one forefinger to her lips. The sculptor had 

chosen Eleanor Thornton as model for this figurine, 

which was christened "The Whisper".  

Lord Montagu had, with a certain amount of flair, taken 

up an idea of his time, to put a mascot on top of the 

radiator, and it had become a fashion. Rolls-Royce had 

noted other owners of their cars following the new 

vogue, but doing so with less style by choosing mundane 

or even risque and vulgar subjects.  

Following th Lord Montagu commission, Charles Sykes 

was asked to create a mascot which in future would 

adorn every Rolls-Royce. In February 1911 he presented 

to Rolls-Royce the "Spirit of Ecstasy", which was easily recognisable as being a variation 

on the theme of "The Whisper". The similarity was hardly coincidental because the 

model for both had been the lovely Miss Thornton.  

The Spirit of Ecstasy was now delivered by the Company with every Rolls-Royce. Each 

was done using the technique which was thousands of years old and known as the lost-

wax method. This practice results in the mould's being destroyed to reveal the casting, 

which explains why no two figures are exactly alike.   

The sculptures are either signed "Charles Sykes, February 1911" or sometimes "Feb 6, 

1911" or "6.2.11".  

Even after Rolls-Royce took over the casting of the figures in 1948 each Spirit of Ectasy 

continued to receive this inscription until 1951.  

From 1911 to 1914 the Spirit of Ectasy was silver-plated and thus many thought it a 

massive piece of precious metal - one reason for the frequent thefts. In smaller versions, 

and now made from highly polished nickel alloy, the radiator decoration has stood its 

ground on every Rolls-Royce, including those in the present range.  



Over the years various alterations have been made. Those mascots for Rolls-Royce motor 

cars at the Springfield plant in the USA were modified. Bowing a little more forward no 

longer were they a danger to the bonnet. The original version had touched the bonnet 

sides when these were opened without the precaution having been taken of turning the 

figure sideways.  

No enthusiasm for the Spririt of Ecstasy was shown by Royce, who judged her to be but a 

fashionable bauble and carped that she spoiled the clear line of the car's bow. The order 

to create the sculpture was given during the chief engineer's illness and had been absent. 

Thus it became a habit that Rolls-Royce cars used by Royce were rarely driven with a 

mascot in place.  

 

When, towards the end of the twenties and the new body line of Sports Saloons had 

reduced the height of the coachwork, Royce was prompted to think about a lower 

variation of the Spirit of Ecstasy, by which alteration a driver might benefit from clear 

vision even with the windscren lower and his seating position reduced in turn. Sykes 

created a kneeling version of the mascot, whih fulfiled this demand. Signed "C. Sykes, 

26.1.34" the inscription on the plinth revealed the day when the first piece had been 

finished.  

The kneeling version remained after the Second World War for the new Silver Wraith 

and Silver Dawn. All following models, however, sported a standing mascot, although 

this has now been reduced in size considerably compared to the old one.  

Rarely, however, is the correct term "Spirit of Ecstasy" used - detractors remark this was 

only done at the factory in Crewe.  

The nickname "Emily" is widespread and Americans speak of the "Silver Lady" or the 

"Flying Lady".  

In 1920 Rolls-Royce had taken part in a competition in Paris for the most apposite mascot 

in the world. This they did with a gold-plated Spirit of Ecstasy, which secured Rolls-

Royce first place. From then on gold-plated versions of the Spirit of Ecstasy were 

available from the company - at an extra charge.  

The woman who had been the model for the radiator decoration, was not to appreciate its 

success. Eleanor Thornton lost her life when, on 30 December 1915, the SS Persia, whilst 

on her way to India, was torpedoed off Crete by a German submarine. She had been 

accompanying Lord Montagu who had been directed to take over a command in India. He 

was thought to have been killed, too, but survived and was rescued a few days later by 

another ship.  

On his return to England he read the obituary articles in the newspapers about his own 

demise. 



The Royal Cars  

 

Drivers from the Royal Mews pictured with some of the  

Rolls-Royce motor cars in their charge 

Whenever Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II or other members of the Royal family travel 

on official engagements, then almost certainly at least part of the journey will include the 

use of a Rolls-Royce motor car. Often one or more of the State fleet of cars will be sent 

ahead to be available at the destination. Even when visits abroad involved the use of the 

Royal Yacht Britannia, a Rolls-Royce used to travel on board in it's own specially 

constructed garage. 

In 1955, after 3 years of satisfactory service by Rolls-Royce cars on official duties, and in 

the wake of much discreet manoeuvring, the company was finally granted the right to 

display the Royal Coat of Arms together with the words  

'By appointment to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II motor car manufacturers'.  

Within 5 years Rolls-Royce were supreme in the field, having successfully challenged 

Daimler's 60 year lead as Royal Warrant holders.  

And Rolls-Royce continue to hold that honour to this day. 

 

The Queen Mother's Phantom V, delivered in 1962, displaying the 'Britannia' mascot. 


